God Shows Mercy
to lonah and Ninevah

compassion. Rather than wish that God is not who He is, the believer must try to
be as gracious and compassionate as He is.

POINT TO THE TRUTH

“Give ear, O my people, to my law; incline your ears to the words of my mouth.”
—Psalm 78:1

This section includes questions to review last week's lesson and ideas to prepare
students for this week’s lesson. Choose from the following ideas to point to the
truths of this lesson.

Grace

It has been said that justice is getting what you deserve; mercy is not getting what
you deserve, and grace is getting what you do not deserve. Grace is a positive deci-
sion to benefit or bless another person in a manner they do not deserve. One of the
best examples of grace is the parable of the Good Samaritan, who went completely
out of his way in order to help a man he did not even know (Luke 10:25-37). You
may want to tell or read this story to the children to give them an example of grace.
You may also want to give the children a number of practical scenario’s e.g. two
children each get an equal portion of candy, the first eats his up and then wants
some more; one child steals his friends toy and then breaks it; a friend makes fun
of them, etc. In each of these situations, ask the children how the child deserves to
be treated.

Repentance

Repentance is a key biblical concept. The word repentance simply means to turn
around. When used in the Bible, it refers to a person turning away from his sin and
turning toward God in faith. It is essentially a change of mind which results in a
change of behavior. Repentance may refer to a turning from individual sins, or to
the initial turning from sin as a whole, which occurs at salvation {Acts 11:18). A
simple “U-turn” sign is a good visual representation of the concept of repentance.
Let the children pretend to be soldiers marching in one direction, and then give
them a command to do an “about face!”

Election and Sovereignty

Election is a concept which most people struggle with at some point in their lives.
The children do not need to understand the intricate details of the doctrine of elec-
tion. It is, however, important that they begin to understand and accept the fact
that God has the right to do whatever He chooses. This is a crucial step in
accepting God's sovereignty. Why did God warn only Nineveh and send a prophet
to them and not to other cities? That is simply God's free and fair choice. You could
bring a bag of assorted candy to class and let each child choose one piece. When
they all have one, ask various children why they chose that candy and not one of
the others. Explain that God has the same freedom of choice, and He can do what-
ever pleases Him. God not only has the right to do whatever He chooses, but He
has the power to carry it out. This is God's sovereignty—the freedom to choose
whatever He wills and the power to carry out what He wills.
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