God Shows Mercy

F

to Jonah and Ninevah ‘ PREPARE WITH THE TRUTH \

“Therefore you shall lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul...
vou shall teach them to your children” —Deuteronomy 11:18-19

Please take time to prepare your mind and heart to accurately handle the truths of
God’'s Word (2 Tim. 2:15). Read through the Bible background and study the truths
contained in this lesson. Crucial background information is included here that will
aid you in understanding the Scripture.

Bible Background

Historical Context of Jonah

Although the Lord eventually sent lsrael into exile, He had mercy upon the
northern kingdom for nearly 200 years. The Lord could have carried out the proph-
esied exile much earlier (1 Kings 14:14-16). Instead, He patiently sent prophets
like Elijah and Elisha to call both king and people to repentance. The people’s
hardness to the Lord did not change His compassion for them. One of the most
striking reports of God's care for His people came while Elisha was dying. His last
prophetic act was telling the wicked king Joash that the Lord would deliver Israel
from Syria (2 Kings 13:15-19). Second Kings 13:22-25 records how Joash recap-
tured cities which had been taken by Syria. The author gives the reason for Israel’s
deliverance: “The LORD was gracious to them, had compassion on them, and
regarded them, because of His covenant with Abraham, lsaac, and Jacob, and
would not yet destroy them or cast them from His presence” (2 Kings 13:23). Even
though judgment was coming, the Lord still acted mercifully toward His people.

Even when the Lord returned to Israel’s control most of the land which had once
been ruled by Solomon, neither Joash nor his son Jeroboam Il repented of their
wickedness. No doubt, Jeroboam Il attributed his success to the fact that lsrael’s
oppressor, Syria, had recently been weakened by Assyria, who herself was now in
a period of decline. With the surrounding nations weakened, Israel was able to
regain power. Although the Lord worked through Syria’s defeat and Assyria’s
decline, the real reason for Israel’s return to power was the Lord’s mercy. Second
Kings 14:25 says that the king “restored the territory of Israel...according to the
word of the LORD God of Israel, which He had spoken through His servant Jonah
the son of Amittai, the prophet who was from Gath Hepher.” Instead of sending
the judgment lsrael deserved, the Lord sent a prophecy through the prophet Jonah
that Israel would prosper.

The prophecy of Jonah was unique during this period. Other prophets like Amos
and Hosea, Jonah's contemporaries, were not sent by the Lord to proclaim a return
of power but to warn of impending judgment. The prophet Amos warned that
Israel would go into exile beyond Syria (Amos 5:27), into land controlled by the
nation of Assyria. Hosea similarly prophesied that Assyria would rule over Israel
(Hos. 11:5). Although the first half of the eighth century (the time in which
Jeroboam [l reigned in Israel) was marked by Assyrian weakness (caused by foreign
invasion, political unrest, and famine), Assyria returned to power when
Tiglath—Pelser Il came to the throne in 745 B.C. Within 23 years, the Lord would
use Assyria to exile Israel from the Promised Land. Israel’s prominence, as proph-
esied by Jonah, would be short-lived. As other prophets warned, Assyria would
soon dominate Israel.
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