GCod Shows Mercy
to Jonah and Ninevah
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But | don’t Feel Like It....

Ask the children about some of the things that they do not like doing. Why do they
dislike them so much? How have they sometimes tried to get out of having to do
them? In today’s lesson we will learn about a prophet who was told to do some-
thing that he did not want to do at all. We will also find out why he did not want
to do it and how he tried to get out of it.

PROCLAIM THE TRUTH

“Telling to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, and His strength and
His wonderful works that He has done.” —FPsalm 78:4

This section includes the Bible lesson, lesson questions, and praise and worship
ideas. Song suggestions are included that you can use to proclaim your worship
to God. Use the lesson questions to check the students’ understanding. This
section also includes various presentation ideas to use alongside the teaching
time. Read the Bible passage several times before you read these pages. All
teaching should be done right from the Bible.

Bible Lesson

Passage Outline

God Sends Jonah to Warn Nineveh {Jjon. 1:1-3)
God Punishes Jonah for Disobedience (Jon. 1:4-17)
God Has Mercy on Jonah (Jon. 2)

God Has Mercy on Nineveh (Jon. 3}

God Teaches Jonah about His Mercy (Jon. 4)

Reading of the Text

Read portions of Jonah 1-4.

Introduction

Have you ever not wanted to do something nice for someone who was not nice to
you. But then you remembered what God said about loving others? What did you
do? Did your actions and words say that you loved them as God loves them? In
today’s lesson we will see what Jonah did when God asked him to give the people
of Nineveh a very important message. Let's see how Jonah and the people of
Nineveh responded.

Lead-off Questions (LOQs)

LOQ: What is mercy?
Answer: Mercy is not giving people punishment that they deserve.

LOQ: What did God ask Jonah to do?
Answer: God asked Jonah to leave his town and go to warn the people of
Nineveh of punishment that would come if they did not repent.
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